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not only because of his disillusionment in the success of Com-
munism, but also because his two plays, Bathhouse and Bedbug,
were banned by the authorities, who detected in them, not with-
out reason, a satire on the Soviet government. Even the pro-
letarian group of writers, to which belonged Libedinsky and his
followers, was looked upon with suspicion, Next in turn to en-
joy the confidence of those in power was Bezymensky, who for
a while became the poet laureate of the Soviet regime.
Under the political conditions existing in Russia a further gen-
eral decline in the creative activity of Soviet writers seems in-
evitable. The danger is aggravated by the feet that a new gen-
eration brought up in the period after the October Revolution
is bound to enter the literary field. This generation has ab-
solutely no connections with the past and has been educated
under peculiar conditions.
Our review of the Soviet literature ends rather abruptly. But
we can see that the process of its development is far from being
completed. Here again we are faced with a situatki full of
strain and uncertainty. Yet it must be admitted that, under ex-
tremely difficult drcumstances, Russian literature has not lost its
vitality and inner power of resistance.